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March 3, 1989

The Honorable Jim Kolbe

- Chaiman Subcommittee on Treasury, Postal Service
and General Government

House of Representatives

205 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Chairman Kolbe,

Please allow me to introduce myself. | am fifty-five years old
and have been employed as a:pilot by United Air Lines since 1966.
Currently, | am based in Chicago and flying Boeing 777s to Europe.

| enjoy collecting and writing about firearms. At last count,
thirty-nine of my firearm related articles have been published in -
national magazines. Three more hava been amepted for future
publication.

| began mlbactmg firearms that are regularmd by the 1934
National Firearms Act in 1978. My collection of them now exceeds
60 pieces. All of them are registered, as required by law, with the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF). For added
Security, the majority of these firearms are stored in large safe
deposit boxes at a local bank. For my own piece of mind, the original
registration documents are stored there also. | only keep
photocopies of these documents at home. ;

About a year ago, | needed to have a ragna!ared machine gun
repaired. | applied to the BATF, using a Form 5, for permission to
temporarily transfer it to a licensed manufacturer who could make the
repair. The BATF refused to grant permission and stated that my
machine gun was not listed in-the National Firearms Registration and
Transfer Record.

This was a frightening experience, The possession of an
unregistered machine gun is a felony. The only agency that can
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authorize me to legally possess one is the BATF. Fortunately, as |
stated, | store my original BATF-approved transfer documents in a
local bank's safe deposit box. | copied the original document and
sent it to the BATF along with another Form 5. The BATF approved
the second Form 5 with no comment.

| am frightened by the prospect of what might have happened if
| had stored the criginal registration document in a less secure
location and it had been lost or destroyed in a natural disaster or fire.
If | had lost my registration document and the BATF did not have a
copy of it in its records, | would have had no means of proving that |
was the lawful owner. | could have been put in jail for up to 10 years
and fined up to $10,000. In addition to forfeiting the gun that was in
question, a felony conviction would have caused me to lose the job
that | have heid for thirty-three years and to lose the rest of my
valuable firearm collection as well.

Let me preface the following statement with this one: | have
always had a very good relationship with the BATF. The BATF
employees that | have dealt with have always been both courteous
and helpful. :

Knowing though, the serious consequences of making an
‘innocent mistake' through ignorance of the law, on numerous
occasions | have sent letters to various departments of the BATF
asking for guidance on specific matters. A BATF representative has
always replied to these letters, often promptly, with the information
that | requested.

The BATF representatives, who have answered my letters,
have always been very patient with my requests. Most of my
questions must have seemed vary naive-to a person who deals with
these things on a daily basis.

Despite my personal good experiences with the BATF, this
recent incident left me shaken. | was frightened because | know of
many incidents when a small group of BATF agents have over-
reacted to a situation.

My recent experience is good evidence that the BATF's registry
is flawed. Each time an NFA weapon's ownership is transferred, two
original copies of the transfer document have to be sent to the BATF.
Only after the BATF approves the transfer, by approving each
document and entering the data into the registry, is the other original
document sent to the lawful owner. It is that document that makes it
legal to possess the firearm.

The fact that both this approved document, and a record of it,
were missing from BATF's records indicates a very sericus problem.
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| can not help but wonder if some innocent people have been unjustly
prosecuted because of errors in the National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record

In this case, the outcome was good. The great majority of the
BATF's employees are quite capable and want to do the right thing.
In my incident, they corrected their records when | supplied a copy of
my original registration document.

| have enclosed a copy of the Form 5 rejection that the BATF
sent me. You will note that it has a square to check for “Firearm not
shown registered to applicant.” There must be numerous other
unreported instances of this, since the BATF has found it necassary
to create a space to note it on an official form.

These mistakes are like land mines. They are buried there
awaiting some innocent, unwary person who may have lost his or her
registration docurment. Mr. Chairman, | hope that you and the
Subcommittee will look into this problem and encourage the BATF
correct their firearm registration records.

Best regards,
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.S. Department of Treasury
Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms
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The enchosed applicationis) is/are being returned 19 you for the following reasonis):

= Application submitted om incorrect form, resubmit on ATF Form#

Q Application not submitted in duplicate.

o Application not submitted in quadruplicate.

0 Application is Rlegible or in sn unprocessable condithon.

2 No affidevit on (e permisting facsimile submissions of ATF Forms 1. 3, 5, and 9.
C (Original forms required for this type of transaction.
2 Original signatures required on both forma.

2 Firearm deseription varies with our recorda: see temi{sif

C Transferee's trade nmme vane with our records.

O Transferee's name/nddres on spplication. tax stamp. and/or license do not match.

2 Transferse's Federal flirearms license iovalid: @ number incorrect 0 FFL expired.

O Tranaferss's employer idemificstion number (nvalld: O number incorrect O SOT not pald.

& Transferor's trade name varles with our records.

O Transferor's mame/addres on application. tax stamp, and lcense are not afl the sma.

O Tramsferor's Federal firearms license invalld: O number incorrear  © Homss expired.

O Transferor's employer identification aumber Invalld: © mamber incorrect 0 SOT not pald.

Proof of ownership required. Flrearm not shown rgistersd 1o applicant.
Prool of cxscunorsidp/desth cortifleats reguired.
requirsd.

O Scate permit required.

T Law letter roquired. Firesrm restricted pursuant to 18 USC §2200), Thie 27 CFR IT9.105(d).
C Repair description letter required.

= Void letter required coafllrming that transferes has asver when posssssion of Mreerm.

0 Bill of tasheg regquined.

E Importetion permit (ATF Form 6) required.

O Interstate transfer of Mrearms are prokibited to soo-licensces.

O Flreirm prohibited in jerisdiction of transferes's retidence.

O Firearm probibdted in jurisdiction to be transported.

© Dateis) of move/trantport must ba given prior to application approval.

0 Tramfer tax required for this type of transsction. plesss remit O5200 O55 OOther .
2 Tranaferee’s photograph mus be sttached to back of each form.
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o Two completed FD-258 fingerpring cards are reguired with this application.

O Personal informstion on FD-258 fingerpring card is incomphee,

E FBI will not process amy fingerprint card cther than the FD-158.

0 Improperly taken fingerprints. Carefully follow instructions on back of FD-258 fingerprint card.
Yomer PR oonate e Cogus of Oppnos

et [ Lo,

Plexse make the appropriste changes and resubmit to the individoal boted below. If you require
assistance, you may cputact the National Flrearms Act Branch at (202) 517-8330. Pending applications
ﬂhm!nmummmmhmdﬂlﬂn

Your cooperation b appreciated.

oo \..

T Mational Firearms Act Branch
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