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457 [Regs. 88 (1941), § 319.31.

.22 caliber or less) inches in lengih, from which only a single discharge can be
made from either barrel withont manual reloading, or any gun desizned to be
held in ene hand when fired and having a barrel 12 inches or more but less than
18 (16 in the case of vifles of 22 ealiber or less) inches in length, from which only
a zingle discharge can be made withont manual reloading. In every case the
tax shall be paid by the transferor,

{ This Treasury decision is issued under the authority contained in
sections 2732 and 3701 of the Internal Revenue Code (53 Stat., 204,
467: 26 U. 8. C., 2732, 3791).) _

Josepm D, Nowaxw, Jr.,
Commissioner of Tnternal Bevenue.
Approved October 3, 1943,
Joseru J. O'CoxxeLL, Jr.,
Acting Scerctary of the Treaswry.
(Filed with the Division of the Federn] Registor October 4, 10435, 11.88 0. m.)

INTERNAL REVEXUE CODE.
SECTION 3261

ReevraTions 88 (1941), Secriox 319.31: 1945-21-12160
Registration of firearms. Mim. 5937
Registration of firearms ns defined in sectlon 2733 of the Internal

Revenue Code gent or brought inte the United States by mewbers
of the armed forees.

Treascry DepARTMENT,
Orrice or CoannsstoNer oF Isterwar Revesue,
Washington 25, D, C., October 15, 1845,
Collectors of Internal Bevenue and Others Concerned :

During the latter part of 1943, pursnant to conferences of repre-
sentatives of the State, War, Navy, and Post Citice Departments,
the Burean of Customs and this Bureau, Army and Navy personnel
were permitted to bring or send into the United States captured enem
mluipment, including firearms as defined in section 2733 (a) and (b
of the Internal Revenue Code.

Bureau of Customs circular letter dated October 22, 1943, provided
that firearms coming within the above sections of the Code would
be released to the importer when the required certificate from his
commanding officer accompanied the firenrm, and after exeention of
Form 6 (Firvearms), in duplicate, under oath. It further provided that
where such firearm was sent in the mail to a friend or relative for hold-
ing until the owner’s return, the addressee, prior to the receipt of the
firearm, should execute Form 6 (Firearms), indieating that the form
was executed on belalf of the netual owner, and that 1f such firearm
was sent in the mails to a friend or relative as a gift, the addressee,
prior to the release of the firearm, should execute Form 6 (Firearms)
az importer. Form 6 (Firearms) was to be endorsed by the proper
eustoms officer to show that the firearm mentioned was released as a
trophy of war, after which the form in duplicate was to be sent to
the Commisgioner of Internal Revenue.
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However, the Navy Department on November 30, 1944, and the
War Department on May 28, 1945, issued directives f‘oyhldcimg ship-
ment to the United States, after such dates, of firearms of the automatie
type (or component parts), such as machine guns, submachine guns, or
any type gun in which a number of shots or bullets may be discharged
with one continuous pull of the trigger.

Due to the great volume of mail received from overseas, it has been
physically impossible for the Burean of Customs to examine more than
a small percentage of all packages and to comply with the procedure
as set forth in its letter of Qectober 22, 1943. Therefore, an unknown
number of these firearms have been imported with or without officers’
certificates, and due to a lack of knowledge of the registration require-
ments, the possessors of the firearms, In most instances, have not
executed Form 6 (Firearms).

The duty and responsibility of investigating, preventing, and detect-
ing violations with respect to firearms as defined in section 2733 (a) and
(b} of the Code rests with the Aleohol Tax Unit of the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (Treasury Decision 5067, dated August 29, 1941
[C. B. 1941-2, 366]).

Where you receive a request for permission to register a firearm,
either on Form 1 (Firearms) or Form 6 (Firearms), you should ascer-
tain whether the firearm is a trophy of war. If the firearm is a trophy
of war, registration should not be accepted, but you should have the

“applicant furnish (1) his name and address, (2) a deseription of the

firearm, and (3) information as to the place where the firearm is ordi-
narily kept. The applicant should then be advised that thiz informa-
tion will be furnished to the nearest district supervisor or investigator
in charge of the Aleohol Tax Unit, wherenpon an investigator will call
upon the prospective registrant regarding the matter. The informa-
tion secured should be forwarded to the district supervisor or investi-
gator in charge at the earliest practicable date.

Instances will arize where a firearm is held in enstoms custody await-
ing the receipt, from the addressee, of a properly executed Form 6
(Firearms), in order that the certificate of release may be inserted
thereon. 'The addressee may inadvertently forward the Form 6 (Fire-
arms) to your office. If it is shown thereon by which collector of
customs it was furnished it will be appropriate for you to forward
the said form to such eollector. Omn the other hand, if this information
iz not available, the form should be returned to the addressee with the
suggestion that it be forwarded to the collector of customs from whom
it was received.

Firearms which have previously been registered on Form 6 (Fire-
arms) as trophies of war should not again be registered on Form 1
{Firearms).

Correspondence relative to this mimeograph should refer to the
number thereof and symbols MT : M,

W T. SHEERWOOD,
Aeting Commissioner.




